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Action Now! 


This is the year for action. Librarians, trustees, educators, yes, leaders in every Minne- 
sota community are needed to make the year 1947 count! There is need for action on local, 
state and national levels, but it must start first with the individual librarian in his own 
community through carefully planned public relations. From this source comes the enthu- 
siasm and support, the leadership that can put library activities over the top. Are the 
trustees of the library community aware of the ambitious program adopted in this state? 
Are friends of the library prepared to furnish support for the program? What response 
has come from legislators of the district? Who can best approach Minnesota congressmen 
when the Library Demonstration Bill comes up? 


There is not space here to define the full program for action. Recent issues of MINNE- 
soTa Lipraries contain full reports of the legislative committees as well as resumés of 
what was accomplished the past year. At the fall conference essential parts of these reports 
were accepted by the M.L.A. Many of these activities must stem from the state association, 
for librarians are widely scattered in our rural state. The first step, then, is full membership 
so that as librarians we present a united front. 


Before us at the moment is the legislative program. Each small gain in obtaining 
better library laws is part of a long-range program to provide adequate library service to a 
million people without it. But a great deal more is needed: adequate funds for the state 
library agency must be secured. An enlarged staff and books are needed if bookless areas 


are to be reduced. 


To encourage participation of citizens and trustees as well as staff members, plans 
for continuance of meetings in various parts of the state are under way. Because of the 
enthusiasm for them a more intensive program of meetings will be carried out. It is impor- 
tant that every community, large and small, be represented since attendance at state meet- 
ings is sometimes prohibited due to distance and expense. Specific problems of members 
can be dealt with and cooperation between the state agency and association cemented by 
this mutual participation. More activities for trustees both in the M.L.A. sessions and in 
the meetings out in the state are needed. An energetic trustee group could be influential in 
winning workers for a campaign in the state. This is not a move picked out of the air 
for Minnesota; it is a trend that many states are carrying through to glorious completion. 


Librarians should be cognizant of the attempts to improve salaries for their profession. 
The Salary Policy Statement of the American Library Association has already been pub- 
lished in Minnesota Liprartes (December, 1946). How many local boards have had this 
statement called to their attention by this time? 


These are but a few of the possibilities for progress in Minnesota. With the emphasis 
on factors contributing to the library well being, the great task of bringing the wealth of 
the world’s knowledge to young and old must not be forgotten. A great philosopher once 
said that a book is “medicine for the soul.” If we have been fumbling in the dark during 
the years just passed, peace has presented us with a greater responsibility than ever, and 
people want information and guidance as they never did before. The library does have a 
great task before it, for our business is books. Clarence Day has said, “The world of books 
is the most remarkable creation of man; nothing else that he builds ever lasts. Monuments 
fall, nations perish, civilizations grow old and die out, and after an era of darkness new 
races build others; but in the world of books are volumes that have seen this happen again 
and again and yet live on still young, still as fresh as the day they were written, still telling 
men’s hearts of the hearts of men centuries dead.” —LuciL_e Gortry, President, Minnesota 
Library Association. 











The KGDE Story Parade 


J. ARcHER EccEN 
Librarian, Fergus Falls Public Library 


A native of the Mesabi Iron Range, J. Archer (better known as Archie) Eggen attended the Virginia Junior 
College and the University of Minnesota, completing the professional courses in the Division of Library 
Instruction in 1940. Library appointments being difficult to obtain, he went to work as a draftsman for the 
American Hoist & Derrick Company for a short time and then as a draftsman and later a design engineer 
for Continental Machines, Inc. Manufacturers of a high-priority, metal-cutting band saw, the Do-ALL, they 
kept him busy over a drawing board for the duration. Operating the company’s abortive attempt at a 
library was but a part-time job. Shortly after V.J. Day he left Continental Machines and assumed the 
librarianship of the Fergus Falls Public Library in October, 1945. Archie appears to be enjoying his first 
public library position and expects to remain in this branch of the profession.—Editor. 


Prccy Jo: Good morning, boys and girls... 
it’s the KGDE Story Parade. 


Kips: Clap, stamp feet, whistle ... fade into 
theme. 


THEME: “Toy Trumpets” ... up for thirty 
seconds ... fade out for... 


Prccy Jo: Yes, boys and girls, it’s the KGDE 
Story Parade—a brand-new, wonderful 
program of fun, music and entertain- 
ment. This is a program especially for 
you boys and girls, from the tiny tots 
all the way up to the older lads and 
lassies. You'll all be able to join in the 
fun—and what a lot of fun there is— 
all sorts of questions for you children to 
answer, and some real fun music, espe- 
cially for you boys and girls ... and 
last, but far from least, a wonderful, 
wonderful story for today. And, boys 
and girls, the Story Parade, your very 
own program, is coming to you direct 
from the children’s room of the Public 
Library in Fergus Falls ... and you'll 
be able to hear it over KGDE every 
Saturday morning at 11:00 for one-half 
hour ... and remember, too, you're all 
invited down here to get in on the fun. 


Most small town librarians have a secret 
desire to stage a radio show with mass 
appeal. We in Fergus Falls were no differ- 
ent from this majority. Several other medi- 
ums of publicity had been exploited with 
varying degrees of success, but the field of 
radio remained untried. Late in the summer 
of 1946, with quizzes of all kinds at the peak 
of their popularity, we decided to follow this 
popular pattern and adopt a quiz as a fea- 
ture of a weekly story-hour broadcast. The 
result, the KGDE Story Parade first took to 
the air on Saturday, November g, 1946. The 
preceding excerpt is from the script of the 
premier performance. 


Our local radio station was quite receptive 
to the idea from the beginning, but there 
were a number of obstacles to be overcome. 
A quiz show naturally requires a studio 
audience, and our local station is situated on 
the outskirts of town and quite inaccessible 
—especially for children. Then, too, the 
main aim of a broadcast was to attract chil- 
dren to the library. About this time the sta- 
tion management decided to do a show 
called the Fergus Forum. This was to be a 
weekly panel discussion airing current topics 
of local interest. We offered the children’s 
room of our library for a studio, so the par- 
ticipants would not have to drive out to the 
radio station. Our offer was accepted, a tele- 
phone loop installed, and a portable ampli- 
fier and a microphone were brought in. So, 
in addition to our library studio, we were 
now assured of library visits by four or five 
different people each week, some of whom 
hadn’t been in the library in years. The 
first topic discussed on the Fergus Forum 
was the County Library question. 

During most of our preliminary negotia- 
tions with station KGDE the manager, Don 
Albertson, was not his usual genial and efh- 
cient self. It wasn’t until he borrowed Emily 
Post’s “Etiquette” that I realized he was in 
the throes of preparations for matrimony. 
We bachelors mourned his departure from 
our ranks, but only until he brought his 
wife to Fergus. Peggy Jo turned out to be 
an attractive and talented young lady with 
several years of radio experience. A jealous 
male, Don didn’t wish his wife to work, but 
he did delegate her as KGDE’s emissary in 
all matters pertaining to the proposed Story 
Parade. Her ability and enthusiasm have 
contributed much to the success of our 
venture. 

Now we went to work in earnest. Elsie 
Grina (our children’s librarian), Peggy Jo, 
and myself went into conference an 
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emerged with the name for our show and 
a plan of action. We decided to open with 
a theme tune, then have a ten-minute story, 
a musical selection, the “question and an- 
swer” game, and finally our theme again to 
fill the last couple of minutes. 


The theme tune was our first problem. 
We spent a rather pleasant afternoon audi- 
tioning various phonograph records at a 
local music shop. The best selection we 
could find was “Parade of the Wooden Sol- 
diers,” but we weren’t too pleased with it. 
Fortunately, before our opening broadcast, 
we found an excellent recording of “Toy 
Trumpets,” which tune has now become 
familiar to a number of children as the 
theme of the KGDE Story Parade. 


The weekly story was our next job. It 
was decided that rather than have the same 
person tell the story each week, we should 
have a panel of guest story-tellers from 
which we could draw. There are in Fergus 
Falls a number of talented young matrons; 
therefore, the solution to our “Story Lady” 
problem was a simple one, since these wo- 
men were found not only willing but eager 
to serve. The guest story-teller can either 
read or tell a story. These stories may be 
selected by the teller, but they invariably 
consult with Miss Grina before making a 
final choice. Timing is not too important, 
because we can take up any slack with the 
quiz portion of the show, or we can cut the 
quiz short. We do recommend, however, 
stories of from eight to twelve minutes. 
With the cooperation of Al Spranger, the 
manager of our Orpheum Theater, we have 
been able for the past several weeks to offer 
our “Story Lady” a pair of complimentary 
tickets to the movies. It wasn’t at all neces- 
sary to resort to bribery, but we did feel it 
would be a nice gesture to try to reimburse 
them in some way for a small part of their 
time and trouble. 


The story is followed by a musical selec- 
tion played from a record at the station. We 
pick up this music for our studio audience 
with an ordinary radio. Since our “mike” 
is dead for the three-minute interval required 
for an ordinary 10-inch record, the children 
get a chance to relax and stretch a bit before 
we swing into the question and answer 
game. 

This quiz is the “piéce de resistance” of 
our show. The questions used are of five 


general types: true-false, straight question, 
multiple choice, match-up, and completion. 
Since ours is a library show the subject 
matter of these questions is derived from 
children’s literature: book titles, characters, 
authors, plots, etc. The questions are sub- 
mitted by the children themselves. It would 
be somewhat of a chore to dig up from four 
to six questions each week, so we merely 
reward each child whose question is used 
with a pass to the movies in order to keep 
them coming. Children of both sexes, and 
ages ranging from four to fourteen, are inter- 
viewed. During the course of the interview 
we ask stock questions such as name, age, 
grade, school, teacher, etc., in addition to 
the prize question. If a child answers his 
question correctly he receives a movie pass. 
Al Spranger, previously mentioned as the 
manager of one of our theaters, has cooper- 
ated wholeheartedly, so we’ve had prizes 
each week. We ask for volunteers before 
reading the question; then if the first child 
interviewed fails to answer, we again ask 
for volunteers. In this way we generally 
succeed in getting the correct answer for 
each question. I might add that the response 
is wonderful, so we never lack children to 
interview. With but two or three minutes 
of our half-hour left, the show reverts back 
to Peggy Jo, who makes her concluding re- 
marks as our announcer; then we close with 
our theme, “Toy Trumpets.” 


We have few technical difficulties. The 
portable amplifier is merely plugged into an 
ordinary light receptacle for 110 volt current 
and connected to our special telephone line 
(or loop). The “mike” is then plugged into 
the amplifier, and we’re ready to go. We 
use a radio to pick up our cue. When the 
station announcer makes his station identi- 
fication and announces the time, 11:00 
o'clock, he cuts us in at the library and at 
the same time plays our theme record. We 
carry on from there with our story for the 
day. During the musical selection in the 
middle of the show our “mike” is dead. 
Occasionally, the engineer at the station 
forgets to cut us out as he starts the record 
for our music. The result, as we turn up 
the volume of our radio so the kids can 
hear the music, is an ear-splitting howl. 
Forunately, this is the only real difficulty 
we've had. We have only one “prop” — a 
placard with the word “applause” on one 
side and “silence” on the other. This has 
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proven extremely effective both for curbing 
the enthusiasm of our audience and for 
arousing it. 


A typical broadcast follows this general 
pattern with Peggy Jo announcing, a guest 
story-lady, Elsie, as hostess and “police- 
woman,” and yours truly as M.C. of the 
quiz. We have had a couple of special 
shows which varied slightly from the norm. 
At our Christmas show we used quart 
bricks of ice cream as prizes instead of the 
usual movie passes. The ice cream and 
twenty dozen “Cherrios” were donated by 
the local Ives Ice Cream plant. Every child 
who visited the library that Saturday re- 
ceived a “Cheerio.” Santa Claus strolled in 
just as we were about to begin the quiz, and 
served as guest master of ceremonies. He 
was a jovial soul and turned in a creditable 
performance. 


On January 29, Herbert Krause, author 
of “The Thresher,” happened to be in town, 
and we drafted him for our show. Mr. 
Krause was reared in the vicinity of Fergus 
Falls, so we interviewed him from a child’s 
point of view about the effect of his child- 
hood on his career as a novelist. He then 
M.C.’d our quiz and did a swell job. After 
the show the autograph hounds went to 
work on him. He emerged from the stam- 
pede slightly disheveled, but obviously 


happy. 








Only a Mere Fraction 


There has been a tendency to associate education with schools, and to 
think of books as tools for classroom use. To that end many hundreds of 
thousands of dollars are spent each year for teachers, buildings, and equip- 
ment. The attitude has been common that whereas books were essential in 
such professions as law, the ministry, and teaching, they were not essential to 
the efficient pursuit of such work as that of housekeeping, farming, and carry- 
ing on a small business. We teach young people how to read but do not give 
them an adequate supply of books. We spend only a mere fraction on libraries 
of what is spent on schools——Gordon Wragg, “Library Services in Ontario,” 
in Ontario Library Review, May, 1945. 


Our children’s room is not very large, but 
we have in the past been more than able to 
accommodate the regular story hour crowd. 
The average attendance prior to November 
9, 1946, was about twenty-five, and we can 
seat forty-five children. Although we did 
not advertise our first broadcast, the “grape- 
vine” carried the news of something special. 
As a result we had one hundred in attend- 
ance, and this has been just about the aver- 
age. Our Christmas show attracted one 
hundred and twenty, although we were 
competing with a free movie sponsored by 
the Civic and Commerce Association. We 
thought that record would stand for some 
time, since we felt it physically impossible 
to jam in any more. However, after count- 
ing noses at the Herbert Krause show, we 
found we had one hundred and thirty 
present. In addition to booming attendance 
at our story hour, we have found that we’re 
circulating more books to the children. 


Naturally, children return home after the 
story hour enthusiastic about having had a 
chance to participate in a radio broadcast. I 
imagine that the conversation at many a 
Saturday luncheon is entirely dominated by 
these children telling and retelling their 
experiences. Mothers hear about the show, 
fathers hear about the show and about the 
library; and once in a while we catch a 
parent off guard and convert him into a 
regular library customer! 


























School Librarians, What Now? 


Auice M. Lewis 
Librarian, Worthington Public Schools 


The author received her B.A. degree from Hamline University where she majored in English Literature. 
She became a teacher-librarian in Baxter Seminary in Baxter, Tennessee. That taste of librarianship devel- 
oped a thirst which could be satisfied only by direct library training. She received her B.S. in L.S. from 
Peabody College in Nashville, Tennessee. From there she went to Clovis, New Mexico, to serve as librarian 
in the combined school and public library. Then she returned to Minnesota to become librarian for the 
Worthington Public Schools. More recently, Miss Lewis served as publicity director for the Nobles County 
Library Campaign. She is at the present time second vice-president of the Minnesota Library Association. 


—Editor. 


A questionnaire and form letter sent to 
school librarians in Minnesota recently has 
concerned me seriously. 

I am a school librarian. Boys and girls 
interest me, for they are experiencing their 
first thrills of finding the wonders between 
the covers of books. Young folk interest me, 
for their personalities are taking a more defi- 
nite form. There is pleasure in giving a 
lazy lad a book you really don’t expect him 
to wade through and have him return the 
book, beaming with pleasure through his 
would-be sophistication, and ask for more of 
the same type —a new world having been 
opened for him. 

Problems of librarianship are similar 
whether the librarian serves school youth or 
adults. We, who are professionally-trained 
librarians serving schools, meet the same 
blank stares from those who fail to compre- 
hend why any able-bodied, active, and intel- 
ligent (we hope) person should ever by 
choice take such a job as that of librarian. 
For to many people a librarian is a person 
who keeps a library. The concept of a libra- 
rian is usually a mousey person who sits in 
a library, stamps books, reads a few of the 
books, speaks in whispers made chiefly by 
the movement of the lips rather than by use 
of the vocal cords; unless perchance, some 
misguided miscreant should drop a pin on 
the floor and thus disturb the mausoleum- 
like silence of the domain, and an almost 
audible glare displaces the nearly inaudible 
whisper. 

That the functions of a school librarian 
are or should be educative is questioned by 
many teachers. Attempts to plan construc- 
tively with the teachers and to arrange for 
materials to supplement and enrich the 
teaching program are often met with frigid 
responses. 

Yet the main business of librarianship, 
whether school or public, is educational — 


bringing the book and the reader together 
for pleasure and profit. 

Not long ago, a teacher assured me she 
saw no reason why trained librarians were 
necessary in any but the large public libra 
ries; for, after all, a trained librarian could 
come in, catalog and classify a library, and 
thus start it functioning; after that it ought 
to be able to move under its own power. 
That, of course, made this librarian see not 
a rosy haze but a very brilliant vermillion 
shade. However, the teacher was assured 
that, after all, there was no need for the 
hiring of a trained teacher to carry on the 
program of class instruction. An accredited 
instructor could come in, line up the assign- 
ments, and organize the lesson plans; after 
that anyone could be hired to sit in a class- 
room and hear recitations. (The teacher saw 
the point.) 

We all know that the learning process 
does not end with formal schooling. Fre- 
quently, the learning absorbed outside of 
school is indirect — a reflection of the ideas, 
ideals, and attitudes of the community. 

My contention is that the young folk in 
school today are the citizens who will make 
the policies of tomorrow. The government 
of a democracy is only as enlightened and 
effective as the citizens are intelligent, edu- 
cated, and concerned. Home, school, and 
community are interdependent in the in- 
struction of the residents, both juvenile and 
adult, of that community. Even when the 
school library program seems to be strong 
but the community facilities weak or second- 
rate, lasting effects and beyond-the-school 
desire for learning will be lost. We as school 
librarians cannot shirk our professional re- 
sponsibilities by neglecting to help provide 
better library facilities in the communities 
whose schools we serve. 

The position of school nurses is similar to 
that of school librarians. Professionally, the 
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school nurse is a public health nurse who 
serves a school or school system. Just as pro- 
fessionally, we are librarians who serve a 
school or in some cases a school system. 

Recently, a school nurses’ section was 
formed in and as a part of the State Organ- 
ization for Public Health Nurses. These 
school nurses have a strong recruitment pro- 
gram to urge all school nurses to become a 
part of S.O.P.H.N. They recognize that 
many of the problems of public health nurs- 
ing are similar; yet some of the problems are 
common only to school nursing. As libra- 
rians, all of us have many common prob- 
lems, and a few problems which are appli- 
cable only to school librarians. 

Because the members of the S.0.P.H.N. 
are all working together for the betterment 
of the nursing profession in the state and 
nation, great advances have been made. 

Just so, a strong state library association 
can help to change the library picture in 
Minnesota—a picture which is not too flat- 
tering at present. That means that we, who 
are school librarians, must work construc- 
tively with our professional kins-people. 

As yet, Minnesota has only voluntary cer- 
tification for public librarians. M.L.A. is 
working for the development of a certifica- 
tion plan which will establish minimums of 
training and experience for librarians serv- 
ing in the various types of libraries through- 
out the state. A certification plan can be 
made effective only by there being a hold on 
the purse-strings of libraries hiring unquali- 
fied persons — possibly similar to the grants 
of state aids made in other divisions of the 
State Department of Education. This in 
turn means there must be sufficient funds 
available in the Lisrary Divison to hire and 








Net An Educational Sewice 


Imposing circulation figures, even with nonfiction predominating, cannot 
establish the library as an educational institution. To enable ten thousand 
women to read Gone with the Wind when everybody is talking about it— 
women who would never read it three years hence when nobody is talking 
about it—may be some kind of public service, but it is certainly not an adult 
educational service of notable importance.—Alvin Johnson. The Public Library 
—A People’s University. 1938. P. 68. 


maintain a clerical and professional staff 
large enough to do the state-wide job of 
library promotion and supervision. 

By working with M.L.A. we can share in 
the development of Minnesota’s libraries. 
The state library association needs and de- 
serves our generous assistance. 

On the other hand, M.L.A. has much to 
offer us. We have the opportunity to ex- 
change ideas with librarians in fields of li- 
brary service other than the limited confines 
of the school field. To meet regularly as a 
professional group has much of inspirational 
value. 

M.L.A. is planning for a series of district 
meetings during the spring, with the aim 
that school and public librarians may meet 
together in districts or groups not too large 
to make themselves known. In the fall, a 
regional meeting including surrounding 
states is in the plan. 

The state association is at present consid- 
ering plans to make it more convenient and 
advantageous for school librarians to attend 
M.L.A. meetings by scheduling them to be 
held at the same time as M.E.A. conferences, 
or possibly in the spring of each year. 

The proposal that we as school librarians 
should withdraw from M.L.A. because 
M.L.A. has nothing to offer us is like the 
little child saying, “I won’t play because 
you won’t let me be captain.” As a group 
our voice has not been heard because we 
have not spoken. 

It’s easy enough to sit on the sidelines 
with the “gimme” attitude. 

Do we have the “gimme’s,” or are we 
adults who have learned the meaning of 
cooperation? 


a ie Ka 

















PUBLIC LIBRARY STATISTICS, 1946 








SUMMARY 
BOOK Sg 
COLLECTIONS CIRCULATION EXPENDITURES 
Number Per 
POPULATION DIVISIONS | of Li- | Population Capita 
braries| Served Expend-| Total j|Expend- 
Number of} Vol- | Number | Circu- | Books, itures pening itures 
Volumes | umes of lation Peri- Books, | Expenses | Per 
in Public | Per | Volumes Per odicals, | Peri- Capita 
Libraries | Capita} Loaned | Capita! Binding | odicals, 
Public Libraries: Binding 





Serving over 50,000 population 3 881,171 | 1,407,980 60 | 3,935,555 | 4.4 126,285 .14 | 1,084,351 1.23 
Serving 10,000-50,000 population 12 197,075 415,721 2.10 | 1,190,796 | 6.0 50,894 26 210,449 1.07 
Serving 5,000-10,000 population 24 167,052 373,687 | 2.23 979,606 | 5.8 35,811 21 174,726 1.05 
Serving 2,500-5,000 population . 32 106,339 259,425 | 2.43 593,519 | 5.5 22,648 21 84,764 80 
Serving 1,000-2,500 population . 59 95,878 284,746 | 2.97 468,900 | 4.9 19,514 20 79,349 83 
Serving less than 1,000 pop’n.. 23 17,719 71,680 | 4.05 108,718 | 6.1 5,408 31 17,056 96 
Giving county service......... 4} 312,455 / * 2 eee EE SES. eile 145,548 |....... 
Association Libraries.......... 43 22,754 eee ER RGR. err 7,020 31 
State Institution Libraries. .. . 19 2 , | | ree 286,013 |....... _s | re SRE fo k<200 . 





On the basis of population served} 219 | 1,800,443 | 3,277,385 1.82 | 9,222,660 5. 
On the basis of total population.} 219 | 2,792,300° | 3,277,385 | 1.17 | 9,222,660 | 3. 





On the basis of three cownties: 
Hennepin, Ramsey, St. Lovis . 16 | 1,085,751 | 1,706,196 | 1.57 | 4,532,602 | 4.2 148,213 14 | 1,217,539 | 1.122 
On the basis of the remaining 
eee 203 | 1,706,549 | 1,571,189 .92 | 4,690,058 | 2.7 119,859 .07 619,048 36 



































Number of Libraries 


Public libraries maintained by tax support or public funds......0.00.0000000.00.00000... 157 
Public libraries maintained by Associations..............................-c.cscecscecsssssssesseesenees 43 
i ie Ta sci ndicciest isan ecstinsicnerernep lalate Remeaaadtascapeariceh 19 

TN sess csc lions sotnpipssiceaal nab babpatateiidbdiiaaea aoe 219 


With Public Library Service 


Population of Minnesota (87 cOUNtIES)................cccsecsessessecseeseesecsecneenecnecnecnseneeneats 2,792,300" 
Population served try pulblic TRGUIIOS. ....................::.scscecsscsessssnssccscarsesssssvsesssenseoses 1,465,234 
Population served through county Service................ccccccceseeseseesesestesesteeneeneneetenees 312,455 
Population served by Association libraries......:...................cscscssssssssccssseseseessnseseees 22,754 

TA a WE I ai esi ncsiitescisccisdbinistetuthareassiaicinistemnateaadoed 1,800,439 





Without Public Library Service 
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—_— a In addition 15 public libraries give countywide service. These are included in the public library 


Included previously in separate tables for towns and cities. 
‘Figure represents total population—not population with library service. 
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ASSOCIATION LIBRARY STATISTICS, 1946 






































‘ RECEIPTS EXPENDITURES 
PLACE Population | Book Stock | Circulation 
Village Other Total Per Capita 
ae ee ee 755! (2 Pee 76 17 77 10 
BS occa caccnsethacierdsccd 1,241 1,647 2,624 400 71 446 .36 
I oc aun dese psncaeenied 537! errors  ) ewer eee 30 .06 
CN ess eecuviewseadsawed 578! 550 690 50 7 6 -01 
III 65. 0o0ccdadccascanca 637! 730 Ry, See ee 46 30 .05 
IN 6.5 Shiaacaeciesss.<eicayeues 1,592? 1,500 4,910 125 432 385 By 
ioe aan teedcserses vented 1,927! 4,404 [eee 170 147 .08 
NMI, 6 .e.sevnaseseneseanes 510 756 3,000 100 144 204 .40 
SINR is hn kk swecececsncooue 398 1,206 1,257 50 47 64 18 
ty Ree ee 470 1,089 5,574 180 151 328 .70 
Pin 5 ac Aacs cos nna eAeeoss 570 i Rhee 56 114 107 .19 
Dee CRONE. ons occ sicccsessees 1,029 2,500 640 350 80 300 .29 
I IR sss nic.cie np ad oneiesseieer 1,150 4,123 5,124 120 350 303 .26 
EL on cincancdsnuicaxénse 660! 400 1,000 48 40 88 13 
BETES. 6.535 Laecg seen cnaiona som 961 1,750 2,360 296 91 379 .39 
ESE ears re ney 1,271! 960 1,448 112 2 130 .10 
RE errr er: 984 2,806 3,952 ae ee 360 .387 
SE II. 6 cccin os oon0c0 80s 700 2,234 2,960 25 107 102 15 
DE cde chances apeaeenes 827 1,236 1,442 304 21 177 21 
NE 5np bts cmalewasaenk cara 890 1,700 1,362 50 125 147 17 
I os chick Shadenesothecedes 742! 561 2 sera 11 32 -04 
Bs hoo Sacpiaeetakeneved 1,044 4,810 8,897 650 104 750 .72 
ED cs add senasnicin cavers 948! RRC 36 6 36 04 
exact edad teen stems 450 2,000 DS eee POE. Gener: ee 
pT ROR Rs eer ee 880! 519 aes 30 2 01 
pF re Per ere 1,100 3,486 4,129 300 156 306 .28 
IN. cik.d: 4-46-00 xu<dsewsaen 1,232 2,125 5,699 300 57 350 .28 
BR aa 5.cuea aad bKa Rae eROY 741 2,172 2,278 150 70 213 .29 
RN cc cauind epee Wemers 311 990 783 61 41 60 19 
5.40 ¢h0sicr abemcatn cen 903! 564 597 13 110 74 .08 
SIN, 5 0.5.60. 56. cd0ea.ce ewes 1,429 By Se. aerermes 350 300 .21 
hati dc bene nens nevada 1,627! 3,054 RS Bi 55.5 5.0S bape 87 64 04 
I la linia 54.4% n0 Feks Cae 251 2,000 ME Bc ccunskeesa 95 65 26 
errr 77) 2,777 7 | eae 48 .06 
SAE aS rete 1,534! 2,800 2,650 i rer Seren hs! emir teat e 
ila eda ch xeanakdeeber 331! 1,700 BRD Didcedieactcad 66 40 .12 
5 cnooi nd akean<enspoa 261 1,800 ee 35 77 .30 
EPO OCC OLE OCCT Te 518! 2,804 458 50 22 72 .14 
rr eer 1,020 1,950 0 ee eee 200 184 18 
a ci de didkcatadeausesanne 106! 1,200 fl ER PRs Ye: 29 .03 
, ERS rey ee ae 1,315 2,250 1,332 240 80 314 24 
Ws dccceceeveadaed 744 2,599 1,760 50 211 114 15 
Sc ttdiwersaseckemn 871) 4,000 9,816 100 15 80 .09 
MI ds cccscnccbessawedas 36,816 87,931 103,032 4,932 3,761 7,020 .19 
22,7548 
LOOKING OVER THE MAP 
2 Counties With no Public Library of any Kind 
Red Lake Sibley 
7 Counties With No Legally Established Public Libraries 
Carver Isanti Red Lake 
Clearwater Mahnomen Sibley 
Grant 
25 Counties With Only One Library, Either a Legal Public Library 
or an Association Library 
Becker Freeborn Kittson Pope 
Cass Grant* Lake of the Woods Roseau 
Clay Hubbard Mahnomen* Scott 
Clearwater* Isanti* Marshall Sherburne 
Cook Jackson Meeker Traverse 
Douglas Kandiyohi Norman Wadena 
Wilkin 





1Because of low per capita expenditures this figure is not included for population served. 


2Includes state institution residents who receive state-sup’ 


*Population served. 
‘Association Libraries. 


"See Page 156 for table on county and rural school library service. 


ported service. Per capita expenditures based only on local population. 




















LIBRARY TRUSTEES 

















Library Trusteeship 


Developed from the address given by Mrs. Elsie B. Wilson, former president of the 
Ohio Library Trustee Association, before the Michigan Library Association, Trustee Section, 


on October 12, 1945.* 


In the May, 1945 issue of the 4. L. A. 
Bulletin, Mrs. Margaret Culkin Banning, 
member of the Duluth Library Board and 
well known author, wrote an article en- 
titled The Good Trustee in which she says, 
“The word trustee always has a ring of 
authority as well as connotations of personal 
responsibility, but to be a good library 
trustee involves knowing where control 
properly stops and at what point responsi- 
bility may spill over into interference .. . 
It is important for a trustee to know when to 
tread lightly so as not to step on the toes of 
people whom he does not want to offend or 
injure. It is equally important to know 
when to put his foot down firmly. The 
dominant, bossy trustee is objectionable. But 
so is the indecisive one who is unsure of 
himself and who whirls like a weathercock 
in every breeze of criticism.” 

Why are certain people appointed to 
library boards? We hope it is not because 
of where they live and how much they earn. 
Every library board should be composed of 
men and women chosen because of varied 
interests valuable to the library, some be- 
cause they are good financiers, some because 
they know books, some because they are 
good salesmen. Each must be imaginative 
enough to anticipate the future needs of his 
city or community, and plan for the boys and 
girls of the future. Each must be a good 
judge of character because the librarian 
chosen by the board either makes or breaks 
the good will and the influence of the 
library. 

One of my particular hobbies is that each 
member of a library board should be a good 
politician. In nearly every state, libraries 
are supported by taxes thus making the li- 
brary a political unit. ... The county budget 
committee, composed of the auditor, treas- 
urer, and prosecutor, approve and allot the 
monies. These men are, of course, elected 


*Published here in slightly abridged form. 


by the people and political influences enter 
into their allocations. Thus the library board 
must be as astute politically as are the 
mayors of cities and the village officials. 


Every so often a bill creeps into the 
legislature which would change the funds 
allotted to libraries. These bills have to be 
watched constantly. Thus our state library 
trustee organization must function through 
the members of the legislature. The officers 
watch the legislative activities and send word 
to local trustees when trouble is brewing. 
They in turn undertake to influence their 
own state representatives and senators. Par- 
tisan poltitics enter in only so far as con- 
cerns the party in power. Thus the income 
of libraries is watched and protected. 


These are the background reasons for the 
forming of our state trustee organization 
and the necessity for the publication of the 
Ohio Library Trustee, the first issue of 
which appeared eight years ago in sheets 
which were mimeographed with WPA help 
and distributed from the state library. 

We finally attained our great ambition, 
and now a trained secretary takes almost 
complete charge of the trustee bulletin. We 
have four issues each year which the secre- 
tary, Francis Nunmaker, accomplishes along 
with her public relations position at the 
state library. 

Over two-thirds of the library boards 
subscribe, and with the $3.50 fee we support 
our trustee organization. The bulletin is 
sent to each board member in the state. In 
this way we keep them informed and our 
legislative work is carried on. 

During the war we heard a great deal 
about postwar plans. Now the postwar 
period is upon us. Are we ready? Of course 
your librarian has given time and thought 
to the changes in type of books that the 
people will need. Many returning soldiers 
will need material on special kinds of work. 
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They have learned to dig to the very bottom 
of subjects in their military studies. Will 
that be an asset to them when they return 
home? Won’t they have a greater desire 
to know all that there is to know about the 
work they will be doing? Is your library 
prepared to meet their needs? 


It is the thought of librarians in the large 
cities that the library of the future will take 
more of a part in civic life through public 
forums and other activities and will in this 
way be closer to the pulse of the people and 
more able to foresee their demands. All this 
calls for greater planning on the part of 
library boards both from the standpoint of 
finance and in the matter of public relations. 

No trustee can expect to meet new condi- 
tions and help in solving problems without 
giving study to the conditions and the prob- 
lems. Therefore he should join the Ameri- 
can Library Association and his state trustee 
association, if he has not already done so. 
He should make use of their services and 
their published materials to widen his vision 
and to learn what other libraries in situa- 
tions similar to his own are doing. He 
should give close attention to the postwar 
plans and to new developments in library 
standards. He should attend meetings and 
acquaint himself with the workings of other 
libraries. The library world has become so 
integrated that we, as library trustees, cannot 
just meet once a month, give thanks that we 
have money enough to pay the bills, and 
then go home and forget the whole business 
until the next meeting. We must realize 
that one library is only a part of a state and 
national system and that the progress and 
strength of the library movement in this 
country depends upon the progress and 
strength of each individual library. 

I believe that it is the duty of all library 
trustees to help in the problem of extending 
library service to the rural peoples. Book- 
mobile library service through a county 
system will accomplish this. Has your 
county a bookmobile? Mine has not. Right 
here much political insight and experience is 


needed. The people in rural communities 
have as much need for and as much right 
to library service as those in the more heavily 
populated centers. In our county the mayors 
of the cities and villages form a stronger 
political front than do the representatives of 
the rural peoples, and thus they are able 
to obtain money for their interests and 
library extension needs are not provided for. 

Statistics inform us that there are 35,000,- 
ooo people in the United States without 
library service. It should be the concern of 
library trustees everywhere to spread library 
benefits to these people. 


Again let us list a few qualities that are 

needed in a “good library trustee.” 

1. Cooperation without interference. 

2. Insight into personalities in choosing 
our librarians, then ability to let them 
manage their library but let them 
know we are always back of them. 


3. Political ability and knowledge, so that 
funds available for this great political 
unit can be guarded at all times. 


4. Work in state and national organiza- 
tions. 


5. Interest in extending library service to 
those 35,000,000 people who do not 
have that service now. 


The future will bring out many new types 
of bookmobiles so that each state in the 
Union could say that in their state there 
are no people without the advantage of 
libraries. Is not this a great challenge to 
library trustees? This is our frontier. It 
may be a vastly different one from that of 
our grandparents. Their field of activity 
extended only as far as a horse and buggy 
could take them; ours covers the earth, as far 
as an airplane can take our boys and girls. 
We are the ones to prepare these places in 
which they will work and play. Through 
close cooperation between library trustees 
everywhere, the advantages of good libraries 
will be had in all countries. —The Michigan 
Librarian, March, 1946. Reprinted by 


permission. 
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News and Announcements 


e The Legislative Committee of the M. L. A. is working closely with the Lisrary Division 
to secure an amendment to the present law limiting the maximum levy for county library 
purposes to one mill. Bills amending the law to a maximum of two mills have been intro- 
duced in both the House and Senate. Letters requesting support have been sent to librarians, 
trustees and friends of libraries throughout the state. Also through conference and personal 
interview, every effort is being made to obtain a larger appropriation for the Lisrary 
Division. 


e In cooperation with the Lisrary Division a series of one-day district library meetings are 
being planned between May 2-12. Present plans call for meetings in Detroit Lakes, Marshall, 
Rochester, the Range and Twin Cities. The general theme of the meetings will be the 
function of all libraries as instruments of education at all age levels. Plans include (1) a 
speaker to stress the need for a statewide library program; (2) representatives to be present 
at each meeting from the Lisrary Division and the M. L. A., and (3) talks and discussions 
under the leadership of libraries from each district. The general chairman for the spring 
conferences is Donald Strout, Vice President of M. L. A. 


e In October of this year plans are shaping up for a five-state library conference to be held 
in Minneapolis and to include Iowa, Wisconsin, North and South Dakota and Minnesota. 
This is the first conference of this nature to be held since the Michigan-Minnesota-Wiscon- 
sin regional meeting in Milwaukee in 1939. Previously a five-state regional conference 
(Iowa, Kansas, Missouri, Minnesota and Nebraska) was held in Des Moines in October, 
1932. Alice Brunat, Librarian of East Lake Branch Library, Minneapolis, will be the 
Convention chairman. 

e Members of the Legislative Committee and Executive Board of the M. L. A. met with 
Dean M. Schweickhard, State Commissioner of Education, on February 7 to confer with 
him on the library program for Minnesota and to urge his support for an enlarged Lisrary 
Division staff for improving library conditions throughout the state. 


e For the A. L. A. Jury on Citation of Trustees, the M. L. A. is submitting the names of 
two trustees from Minnesota. Nominated are Mrs. W. E. Balenthin, President, Isanti County 
Library Board, Cambridge, and Mrs. Myrtle R. Harris, Minneapolis Public Library board 
member since 1935. 

e Emily Mayne and Donald Strout represented membership of the M. L. A. at the Mid- 
winter Meeting of the A. L. A. 


e The following committees have been appointed by the Executive Board to date: 


Legislative Planning 
C. Irene Hayner Elsie Baker 
Marie Knutson Russell Barnes 


Agatha Klein 
Merle Lennartson Margaret Leonard 


Glen M. Lewis Margaret Mull 
Josephine W. Smith Isabel Thouin 
William P. Tucker, CHarrMAN J. Archer Eggen, CHAIRMAN 


e The Executive Board would like to remind the Membership that it is always anxious to 
hear from each and every member of M. L. A. about anything of concern to the members. 
Comments or criticism is not only solicited but are truly welcome. This is your organization 
and as such it should have your ideas and active participation in its affairs. 

—Lucille Gottry, Presipent and Ruth Jedermann, Secretary. 
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Minnesota Federal Relations 
Committee 


On January 25 the Minnesota Federal 
Relations Committee met at the Lisrary 
Division in St. Paul to discuss Minnesota’s 
plans for this year’s campaign for the 
Public Library Service Demonstration Bill. 
The members of the committee are Emily 
Mayne, State Coordinator; Lucille Gottry, 
President of M. L. A.; Lee F. Zimmerman, 
State Director of Libraries; and Ione A. 
Nelson, Publicity Chairman. 

The bill was introduced in the Senate on 
January 6, by Senator Lister Hill of Alabama 
and Senator George D. Aiken of Vermont. 
Now known as S.48 it passed its first and 
second readings and was referred to the 
Senate Committee on Labor and Public Wel- 
fare, which is under the chairmanship of 
Senator Robert A. Taft of Ohio. The bill, 
as introduced, included the amendments 
incorporated by the Senate last year. Senator 
Joseph Ball of Minnesota, a member of this 
committee, did not support the bill during 
the last session of Congress, and efforts will 
have to be redoubled to convince him of the 
value of this bill to his constitutents. This 
places a heavy responsibility on Minnesota 
for a favorable reporting of the bill out of 
the committee. 

Congressmen Fred A. Hartley, Jr., of New 
Jersey, has been designated chairman of the 
House Committee on Education and Labor, 
but there will be some delay before our bill 
will be introduced in the House. 

In order to have a complete coverage, the 
Minnesota Federal Relations Committee 
decided to divide the state into regions and 
ask a librarian in each area to provide the 
committee with the names and officers of 
local organizations interested in community 
development and education. These librarians 
will call on others in their region to assist 
them in obtaining this information and in 
promoting the bill. The following librarians 
were selected: Anita Saxine, Winona; Eliza- 
beth Hage, Marshall; Myrtle Rundquist, 
Moorhead; Merle Lennartson, St. Cloud; 
Evelyn Bowen, Chisholm; Glenn Lewis, 
Minneapolis; Perry Jones, St. Paul; and Jane 
Morey, Duluth. Lucille Gottry of Rochester 


and Emily Mayne of Fairmont, members of 
the committee, will cover those areas. All 
librarians and trustees are urgently requested 
to cooperate with them and with the Minne- 
sota Federal Relations Committee to pro- 
mote the passage of a bill so vital to library 
development. 


Club Corner is Quiet Retreat 


Finding a cozy corner away from the noise 
of the radio and the usual crowded living 
conditions of today, where one can relax in 
an easy chair, and read in peace and quiet, 
is a real problem these days. Mrs. Sara 
W. McIntyre, Librarian of the Carnegie- 
Tryon Public Library of Lake City, has 
created such a corner in her small library 
reading room. She has tried for some time 
to get away from the stiff, formidable at- 
mosphere that has heretofore prevailed in 
the old-fashioned library. She especially had 
in mind the returned service men who are 
accustomed to the camp library being more 
of a club room. So, at an expense which did 
not exceed $115.00, she has furnished a club 
corner with three comfortable chairs with 
spring cushioned seats, two end tables with 
book troughs, and a floor lamp. 

The expressions of appreciation and the 
use made of this reading alcove attest to its 


popularity. 


Berge Art Display 


Under the sponsorship of the Owatonna 
public library board, the paintings of Elmar 
S. Berge, Norwegian artist, were displayed 
in the Gainey Art Room of the public li- 
brary, December 3, 4, and 5. Born on an 
island in Norway, Mr. Berge became inter- 
ested in painting at the age of eight years. 
For two years he lived in underground huts 
with Laplanders. This rugged background 
is reflected in many of his paintings which 
include the sea landscapes and still life. 
His paintings and murals hang in some 
of the finest homes in America. 

On the last evening, the 5th, Mr. Berge 
gave a lecture demonstrating his technique. 
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Library Gets Projector 


Through the generosity of the local Elks 
Lodge of Owatonna, a reading device called 
the Viz Projector, was presented to the 
Owatonna Public Library. Incapacitated or 
handicapped people in the community, 
whether at home or in the hospital, will be 
able to transform many irksome and tedious 
hours into pleasurable activity through this 
device. 

The total value of the Viz Projector and 
book films approximate $250. The Viz Pro- 
jector is attached to the head-rail of the bed 
and throws an enlarged image of the book 
page upon a screen at the foot of the bed. 
When the patient wishes to “turn a page” 
he gives a light pull upon a cord and the 












next page moves into place. An alternative 
magnetic arrangement is being devised 
whereby the patient would merely have to 
press a button. 

Through a supplementary fund supplied 
by the Elks Lodge, the Library will select 
book films to meet a varied interest. There 
is a broad variety of up-to-date selections 
available. There are mystery stories, wes- 
terns, travel, biography and humor repre- 
sended by such titles as “The Black Rose” 
by Costain; “Beyond the Sound of Guns” 
by Loring; “Canjon Passage” by Haycox; 
“Plantation Parade” by Kane; “My Twenty- 
five Years in China” by Powell; and “Suds 
in Your Eye” by Lasswell. 

All libraries interested in exploring the 
possibilities of Viz Projectors for their com- 
munities may obtain further information 
from the manufacturer, Viz Incorporated, 
602 Caldwell-Murdock Bldg., Wichita, 


Kansas. 
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Library Public Relations Service 


This service was recently organized by 
the Mitchell McKeown Organization, 135 
South La Salle St., Chicago 3, in cooperation 
with the American Library Association, to 
provide a comprehensive public relations 
service tailored to the community level at a 
moderate cost. 

Libraries and library groups which can 
afford to retain a public relations counsel 
are few because it is an expensive service. 
On the other hand a cooperative service 
would give all subscribing libraries the bene- 
fit of professional advice and guidance in 
public relations, while dividing the cost 
among participants. The result is a Library 
Public Relations Service which is now avail- 
able to Association members on a subscrip- 
tion basis by the MeKeown Organization. 

Libraries subscribing to Library Public 
Relations Service receive not only a detailed 
knowledge of public relations methods, tech- 
niques, and activities as applied specifically 
to the local library but also help make it 
possible for all libraries to benefit from a 
planned program, starting at the community 
level which is aimed to bring national recog- 
nition to important aspects of the library 
institution and profession. 

Services which would normally cost thous- 
ands of dollars if purchased individually are 
now available on a collective basis for a small 
fee. They include: public relations counsel; 
fund raising counsel; blueprints for a public 
relations program; special events and group 
activities; case studies; feature publicity re- 
leases; current news releases; information 
exchange; inquiry service; organization 
charts; publicity ideas and schedules; annual 
report guidance; editorial counsel; costs and 
budgets; displays and exhibits. Service from 
the McKeown Organization makes avail- 
able a wide range of services. It will advise 
libraries on all phases of public relations 
activities. Counsel will be given on all in- 
quiries concerning any phase of public 
relations. 

For complete detailed information on this 
service communicate direct with the Mc- 
Keown Organization. 


Service Album 


The Two Harbors Public Library, Lake 
County, is preparing a service album which 
will contain pictures and service records of 


Lake County’s World War II participants. 
In addition to collecting pictures of those 
who served in the armed forces during the 
war, the library staff mailed out cards re- 
questing information about each service- 
man’s branch of service, dates of induction 
and discharge, rating, major engagements, 
decorations or citations, and where stationed 
while in service. Besides the service album, 
the library has kept a scrapbook of clippings 
concerning the local servicemen. 


Citizens in Three More Counties 
Organize For Action 


Winona County 

On the evening of November 7, 1946, a 
group of 35 citizens from various parts of 
the county met at the Winona Public Li- 
brary to learn how a county library might 
be obtained. Anita Saxine, Winona public 
librarian, presided and introduced Lee Zim- 
merman who discussed the county library 
and explained the importance of organizing 
for action. 

Following his talk it was decided to call 
a larger group meeting later and effect a 
countywide citizens organization. For plan- 
ning this meeting Mrs. Halvor Lacher, 
Route 2, Winona, was named Temporary 
Chairman. 

On Thursday evening, February 20, 1947, 
a second meeting was held in the city hall 
at Lewiston and was attended by citizens 
from various sections of the county. The 
meeting was presided over by Mrs. Lacher 
who introduced Agatha Klein of the 
Lisrary Division. Mrs. Klein informed the 
group further on the organization of the 
county library, suggested methods for arous- 
ing wide public interest and support of rural 
citizens, and answered questions from the 
audience at the conclusion of her talk. 


On motion of Lewis Ronan it was de- 
cided to organize a Winona County Library 
Association comprising people in the small 
towns and rural areas for the purpose of ob- 
taining a county library for all the people 
in the county. Officers elected are: Mrs. 
Halvor Lacher, chairman; Lewis Ronan, 
R.F.D. Lewiston, secretary; Mrs. Walter 
Eusterman, Lewiston, treasurer. Mrs. Fred 
Roth was appointed publicity director and 
individuals to act as township chairmen 
were suggested by the audience. 
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Murray County 

In Murray county in Slayton on the eve- 
ning of February 10, Lee Zimmerman met 
at the high school with a group of citizens 
from all sections of the county who were 
interested in learning more about the county 
library and how it might be obtained. 
Twenty-five people were present which, in 
the light of the blizzard-weather, proved a 
large turn-out and indicated serious interest 
in the problem. Following Mr. Zimmer- 
man’s talk, it was voted to organize a citi- 
zen’s county library association. Mr. Niles 
Stowe of Slayton was elected president, and 
Mrs. Denton Howard of Currie, Secretary. 


Clay County 

At Clay county at Moorhead on the after- 
noon of February 22, Mr. Zimmerman also 
met with a group of rural citizens at the 
City Hall to tell them about the county li- 
brary and its implications for the rural peo- 
ple. He urged those present to organize for 
action and spearhead the movement for a 
library system to serve all the people in Clay 
county. Following his talk numerous ques- 
tions were raised by the audience. As there 
were only about 30 people at this prelim- 
inary meeting, it was decided to elect an 
acting chairman and sécretary who were 
authorized to call another meeting at an 
early date. Mrs. George Klokseth of Glyn- 
don was made acting chairman, and Charles 
Onan of Sabin, acting secretary. 


Olmsted County 

A meeting of the County Library Asso- 
ciation Executive Committee was held in 
Rochester on February 21. Mrs. Agatha 
Klein answered questions raised by the com- 
mittee and outlined activities for the promo- 
tion and information program which will be 
undertaken. 


Lost 


What library borrowed a copy of Wheeler 
and Githins The American Public Library 
Building from the Lisrary Division collec- 
tion? This book was loaned to a library 
some time ago but as we cannot locate the 
book card which would indicate the borrow- 
ing library we are using this means to bring 
it to the attention of librarians. Will the 
library having this book please communicate 
with us or else return the volume? 


Personnel 


e Mrs. George A. Kakela, formerly Fannie 
M. Viitala, Wis. ’32, has been appointed 
librarian of the Mountain Iron Public Li- 
brary. Mrs. Kakela was previously librarian 
for the period July, 1932 to August, 1935. 

e Marjorie Thouin resigned as public li- 
brarian of Mountain Iron to become junior 
high school librarian in Hibbing. 

e Mrs. Kathryn Saucerman has been ap- 
pointed librarian of the Bemidji Public Li- 
brary. Mrs. Saucerman holds a master’s 
degree from Wisconsin (1944) and a degree 
in library science from the same institution 
(1942). She was librarian of the Lakewood 
School in Madison, Wisconsin, 1942-43, and 
revisor of the Wisconsin Library School, 
1943-1944. 

e Neil S. Boardman, for many years in 
charge of the Reader’s Aid in the St. Paul 
Public Library, has now become librarian 
of the Merriam Park Branch of the Public 
Library. 

e Lelia Hall, formerly librarian of the 
Kanabec County Library, Mora, from 1941- 
1943 and later on the Library Division staff 
until February, 1946, has been appointed 
librarian of the Isanti County Library, 
Cambridge. 

e Esther Reinke, who for the past year has 
been an assistant on the staff of Buckham 
Memorial Library, Faribault, has been ap- 
pointed acting librarian following the resig- 
nation of Marian F. Kaul, recently mar- 
ried. Miss Reinke has had several years 
experience in high school library work and 
is a graduate of the University of Minnesota 
library school. 


Senate Passes Bill 


The amendment to the county library law 
changing the present maximum one-mill 
levy for county library purposes to two mills 
was passed by the Senate on February 17 by 
a vote of 63-0. This is encouraging news. 
The bill was introduced in the Senate by 
Wendell L. Ledin of Bethel and in the 
House by John H. Nordin of Columbia 
Heights. In the House the bill is still in 
committee but is expected to be acted upon 
shortly. 


Si a 
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Public Affairs Posters 


A new, interesting, weekly series of public 
affairs posters are being currently published 
and are available to libraries on a moderate 
subscription basis. Their aim is to promote 
reading on current problems and to stimu- 
late interest in public affairs discussions, 
debates and forums. 

Each week the posters (22 by 17 inches) 
print challenging quotations on both sides 
of public issues to challenge the reader’s 
thinking and to bring him alive to the 
country’s ideological contests. With each 
poster there is also a single-sheet “Outline” 
of the questions raised. 

The posters are excellent for display in 
hallways of schools and colleges and espe- 
cially for public library bulletin boards. 
School and public libraries in Minnesota 
could use these posters to good advantage. 
For a sample set and for subscription rates 
write to Here AND THERE Posters, Jackson 
Heights, New York. 





the public? 


ple’s University. 1938. P. 70. 





It 94 «@ Question 


The library does its best to find out what wants the public has developed, 
and it meets those wants in so far as its resources permit. There is no criterion 
of what the public needs except its expressed wishes for particular books. The 
librarian may not consider the books of the best, but who is he to dictate to 


This argument, it will be noted, is exactly the one used by a department 
store head to justify him in offering for sale good merchandise, vulgar mer- 
chandise, merchandise that can float only on the folly of the purchaser. The 
department store exists for the purpose of making money for its owner. There 
is no pretense of a public service about it, except occasionally for advertising 
purposes. It is a question whether the library, which exists not to make money 
but to perform a public service, does not require another argument for its book 
selection and circulation policy—Alvin Johnson. The Public Library—A Peo- 


Summer Library Courses 


The 46th Summer Session of the Uni- 
versity of Wisconsin Library School is an- 
nounced for the eight weeks June 23-Aug- 
ust 15, 1947. The following courses are 
being offered: 

e A composite course for librarians and 

assistants in public libraries: 

L.S. 1—Course for public librarians 
(6 semester hours). 

e Four courses for school librarians: 
L.S. 152—Reference. 2 cr. 
L.S. 153—Cataloging and Classification. 
2 cr. 
L.S. 154—School Library Administra- 
tion. 2 cr. 
L.S. 157—Book Selection and Service in 
the School Library. 2 cr. 

All correspondence regarding courses or 
matriculation should be addressed to the 
Library School Director, 811 State St., 
Madison 5, Wisconsin. 
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Adult Books of 1946 
Compiled by Agatha L. Klein 


This list does not include all of the “best” books published last year. It is intended 
primarily as a purchasing checklist for the smaller public libraries and contains titles 
selected for their readability, general appeal and usefulness in special subject fields. 


Non-Fiction 

Arnall, Ellis. Shore dimly seen. Lippincott. 
3.00. The ex-governor of Georgia states 
his philosophy of democracy and explains 
in stirring terms how he put it into prac- 
tice in Georgia. 

Baker, Louise. Out on a limb. McGraw. 
2.00. Gay yet inspiring biography of a 
woman who lost a leg in an accident, 
surmounted the handicap and is living a 
healthy, happy life. 

Baruch, Dorothy. Glass house of prejudice. 
Morrow. 2.50. A constructive book on 
the causes and results of prejudice against 
minority groups in the United States. 

Chute, Marchette. Geoffrey Chaucer of 
England. Dutton. 3.75. An informal 
readable biography of Chaucer, including 
an analysis of his writing. 

Clapper, O. E. Washington tapestry. Mc- 
Graw. 2.75. Description of the political 
and social scene in Washington from Wil- 
son to Roosevelt by widow of Raymond 
Clapper. 

Coleman, S. N. Volcanoes, new and old. 
Day. 3.75. Dramatic and authentic story 
of volcanic eruptions in the last few thou- 
sand years. Lavishly illustrated. 

Corbett, J. E. Man-eaters of Kumson. Ox- 
ford. 2.00. Good adventure tales of the 
author’s experiences hunting man-killing 
tigers and leopards in Indian jungles. 

Dean, V. M. Four cornerstones of peace. 
McGraw. 2.50. Summary of documents 
from conferences at Dumbarton Oaks, 
Yalta, Mexico City and San Francisco. 

Finletter, G. D. From the top of the stairs. 
Little. 2.50. Reminiscences of her child- 
hood in the early 1900’s by one of Walter 
Damrosch’s daughters. 

Fosdick, H. E. On being fit to live with. 
Harper. 2.00. Sermons on Christian liv- 
ing for individuals, groups and nations. 

Goodman, Jack, ed. While you were gone. 


Simon. 3.50. A collection of short essays 
on all phases of life in the U. S. from 
Pearl Harbor through V-J Day. 

Halsey, Margaret. Color blind. Simon. 2.50. 
An entertaining book which deals with 
popular misconceptions about the Negro 
race and shows how we can all work 
toward better understanding between ra- 
cial groups. 

Hardy, Marth. Tatoosh. Macmillan. 2.75. 
The experiences of a woman fire lookout, 
alone on one of the highest peaks in the 
Cascade mountains, are entertaining, in- 
teresting and thoroughly human. 

Havighurst, Walter. La d of promise. Mac- 
millan. 3.00. A fres. and stimulating 
story of the developme >t of the North- 
west territory from the ti.7e of the mound 
builders to the present ¢ ~y. 

Hersey, J. R. Hiroshima. Ki opf. 1.75. Re- 
porter’s story of six survivor: of the Hiro- 
shima atomic bomb. 

Hughes, Lora. No time for tears. Hough- 
ton. 3.00. Human and salty story of the 
crowded life of a pioneer American nurse 
in the West. 

Hutton, Grham. Midwest at noon. Univ. of 
Chic. 3.75. An Englishman’s impressions 
of the life of our middle west. 

Ingersoll, R. M. Top secret. Harcourt. 3.00. 
Outspoken critical account of the planning 
of D-Day invasion by an on-the-spot re- 
corder. 

Jones, Thelma. Skinny angel. McGraw. 
2.75. Gay family reminiscences of life in 
middlewestern college towns, with a warm 
and jolly mother and a solemn Norwegian 
father as the central figures. 

Jordan, P. D. Singin’ Yankees. Univ. of 
Minn. 3.50. The story and songs of the 
Hutchinson family, who traveled and sang 
all over the U. S. and England and finally 
settled the town of Hutchinson, Minne- 
sota. 
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Lamont, Corliss. Peoples of the Soviet 
Union. Harcourt. 3.00. These sketches 
of the states and peoples of the Soviet 
Union include information on the natural 
features, resources, industries, outstanding 
citizens, government, culture and lan- 
guages. 

Liebman, J. L. Peace of mind. Simon. 2.50. 
Deals with the psychiatric, psychological 
and religious aspects of the human search 
for peace of mind. 

Mantle, R. B. Best plays of 1945-1946. 
Dodd. 3.00. This annual abridgement of 
the best plays of the theater season should 
be purchased every year. 

Mora, J. J. Trail dust and saddle leather. 
Scribner. 3.00. Good book on the Ameri- 
can cowboy—his character, equipment, 
and how he lived. 

Perkins, Frances. The Roosevelt I knew. 
Viking. 3.75. The author has written not 
uncritically, but with charm and affection, 
of the Roosevelt with whom she worked 
for thirty years and of the social and labor 
reforms of the era. 

Pyle, E. T. Last chatter. Holt. 2.50. The 
third book of Ps‘e’s newspaper reports 
depicts his life a‘‘shared with army and 
navy men fror'’ the beginning of his 
Pacific mission‘o his death. 

Rich, L. D. H'ppy the land. Lippincott. 
3.00. A con*nuation of the story begun 
in “We too!” to the woods.” She tells of 
her life and homes in the Maine woods. 

Seagrave, GY S. Burma surgeon returns. 
Norton. 3.00. The medical missionary 
works his way back to Burma from India 
and rebuilds his hospital. 

Sevareid, Eric. Not so wild a dream. Knopf. 
3.50. Fine autobiography of a young man 
brought up in Minnesota, his activities in 
journalism and politics at the University 
of Minnesota and his years as war corres- 
pondent in Europe and Asia. 

Stanwell-Fletcher, T. M. Driftwood valley. 
Little. 4.00. Adventures of a British na- 
turalist and his wife during several years 
spent in the British Columbian wilderness. 
Sensitive descriptions of animals and 
plants. 

Stokley, James. Science remakes our world. 
Washburn. 3.50. Written in non-technical 
fashion, this report covers sulfa drugs, 
plastics, color photography, electronics, 
jet propulsion, radar, atom bomb and 
many other subjects. 





Stowe, Leland. While time remains. Knopf. 
3.50. A fearless report of significant ob- 
servations and opinions resulting from 
the author’s travels and experiences in 
44 countries between 1929 and 1945. Must 
reading. 

Thompson, E. B. American daughter. Univ. 
of Chic. 3.00. A light-hearted autobiog- 
raphy of a midwest Negro woman who 
is tolerant of the prejudice against her 
race. 

White, T. H. & Jacoby, Annalee. Thunder 
out of China. Sloane. 3.00. A readable, 
concise and provocative account of what 
happened in China during the war years 
and immediately thereafter. 

White, Vaughan. Our neighbors, the Chi- 
nese. Rinehart. 2.75. Study of Chinese 
national characteristics, political groups 
and attitudes toward other countries. 

White, W. A. Autobiography. Macmillan. 
3.75. This exceptionally readable life 
story of the Kansas editor and author is 
also a picture of the middle west between 
1868 and 1923. 

Williams, Oscar, ed. Little treasury of mod- 
ern poetry, English and American. Scrib- 
ner. 2.75. A good assortment of the last 
half-century’s verse. 

Fiction 

Asch, Shalom. East river. Putnam. 3.00. A 
rich yet tender story of life on the East 
side of New York in a poor Jewish neigh- 
borhood in the early 1900's. 

Buck, Pearl. Pavilion of women. Day. 3.00. 
Precise and colorful description of the life 
of Chinese women of the wealthy classes. 

Castle, Marion. Deborah. Three-generation 
chronicle revolving around a mother who 
wanted for her children the culture she 
was denied. Pioneer Dakota and Chicago, 
1890's to 1946. 

Chidester, Ann. The long year. Scribner. 
2.75. A ruthless wealthy woman returns 
to her Minnesota home town in 1933 to 
manage her factory. The tragedies of that 
year and the picture of youth caught in 
the depression are vividly presented. 

Cook, Fannie. Mrs. Palmer's Honey. 
Doubleday. 2.50. Story of a lovable Ne- 
gro girl’s development from servant girl 
to warworker and participant in union 
activity. 

De La Roche, Mazo. Return to Jalna. Little. 
2.75. The tenth in the Whiteoak family 
series begins during World War II. 
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Du Maurier, Daphne. King’s general. 
Doubleday. 2.75. Romantic melodrama 
in the cloak and sword manner, set in 
Cornwall during the English civil wars. 

Dreiser, Theodore. The bulwark. Double- 
day. 2.75. A devout Quaker is brought 
to grief by his children’s revolt against 
his stern teaching. Picture of a man’s 
life and faith against a background of 
materialism in the modern world. 

Fast, Howard. The American. Duell. 3.00. 
Biographical novel based on the life of 
John Peter Altgeld, lawyer, judge and 
governor of Illinois, whose sense of social 
responsibility endeared him to the ex- 
ploited people of his day. 

Godden, Rumer. The river. Little. 2.00. 
A short sensitive account of the lives of 
two adolescent girls, the daughters of an 
Anglo-Indian family living in Bengal. 

Heyer, Georgette. Friday's child. Putnam. 
2.75. A gay and nimble romance involv- 
ing high society in Regency London. 

Hull, Helen. Hawk’s yight. Coward-Mc- 
Cann. 2.50. Story of four marriages, with 
the effects of the partners upon each other. 
Excellent characterization. 

Janney, Russell. Miracle of the bells. Pren- 
tice-Hall. 3.00. Sentimental story of the 
miracle which occurs when an ace pub- 
licity man brings the body of a Polish- 
American Hollywood star back to her 
home town for burial. 

Kane, H. T. New Orleans woman. Double- 
day. 2.75. The fictionalized version of the 
case of Myra Clark Gaines of New Or- 
leans, who fought for fifty years to 
establish her legitimacy and her claim to 
about a third of the city. 

Krause, Herbert. The thresher. Bobbs.- 
Merrill. 3.00. A well-written story of 
Dutch farmers in the Minnesota wheat- 
lands and of man’s eternal struggle for 
existence. 

La Farge, Christopher. The sudden guest. 
Coward-McCann. 2.50. Character study 
of an ingrowing New England spinster 
who lived through two violent hurricanes. 

Marquand, J. P. B. F.’s daughter. Little. 
2.75. Satiric study of the beautiful and 


domineering daughter of a wealthy in- 
dustrialist. 

Moore, Ruth. Spoonhandle. Morrow. 2.75. 
A genial novel concerning the lives and 
affairs of some half-dozen natives and 
summer residents of a Maine fishing 
community. 

O’Brien, Kate. For one sweet grape. Double- 
day. 2.75. An excellently written novel 
of love and intrigue in 16th century Spain. 

Richter, Conrad. The fields. Knopf. 2.50. 
The courage of Sayward and the in- 
genuity of her husband, a Boston lawyer, 
help to build the Ohio frontier community 
in this beautifully written sequel to “The 
Trees.” 

Schmitt, Gladys. David the king. Dial. 
3.00. A long serious novel which tells the 
story of David, King of Israel, in modern 
style. 

Sharp, Margery. Britannia Mews. Little. 
2.75. A strong-minded girl rebels against 
the Victorian society of which she is a 
part, marries her drunken drawing-master 
and goes to live in a London slum. 

Sture Vasa, M. O. Green grass of Wyoming, 
by Mary O’Hara (pseud). Lippincott. 
2.75. Wholesome sequel to “Thunder- 
head.” Ken and his family, the horses 
and the Wyoming countryside are all pic- 
tured with warmth and understanding. 

Thirkell, Angela. Miss Bunting. Knopf. 
2.50. Another of Angela Thirkell’s deli- 
cate satires on England’s lesser gentry in 
wartime. 

Ward, M. J. Snake pit. Random. 2.50. A 
young woman’s struggle to regain her 
sanity in a mental hospital. Too realistic 
to be circulated indiscriminately. 

Welty, Eudora. Delta wedding. Harcourt. 
2.75. An atmosphere novel of the deep 
South woven around the story of the 
many members of the family and the 
wedding of one of them. 

White, T. E. Mistress Masham’s Repose. 
Putnam. 2.75. A lonely little rich girl 
finds descendants of Gulliver’s Lillipu- 
tians on an island in the garden pool. A 
fantasy for adults by the author of “The 
Sword in the Stone.” 
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Juvenile Books of 1946 
Compiled by Della McGregor 


Children’s books published in 1946 totaled 877 compared with 691 in 1945. Quality of 
binding, and paper both deteriorated in 1946. In selecting new titles it would be well to 
consider both the likelihood of permanency plus cost of upkeep with titles of tested worth. 
Many of the season’s titles by older authors are not up to the authors’ earlier works. Many 
titles by new authors are thin in content, sophisticated in presentation, and patronizing in 
tone while attempting to be sprightly humorous. Titles listed for consideration have been 
selected for consideration of librarians with an annual book budget for new books 


approximating $150. 


Bailey, C. S. Miss Hickory. Viking. 2.50. 
A delightful companion for Hitty and 
Emma Brock’s Drusilla. Gr. 3-5. 


Barnes, N. The wonderful year. Messner. 
2.50. A story of growing up, in the early 
years of the century, which owes its 
charm to freshness of incident and con- 
vincing portrayal of Colorado people. 
Gr. 4-7. 

Bennett, D. A. The golden encyclopedia. 
Simon. 2.50. Clear, simple information 
on inventions, occupations, animals, in- 
sects, the sky, the geography of the con- 
tinents, etc. Definitive pictures in color 
and black-and-white give life and move- 
ment to the text. Gr. 7-10. 

Bonner, M. G. Something always happens. 
Knopf. 2.00. Account of the simple 
pleasures and good fun of small boys. 
Gr. 3-4. 

Brown, M. The little carrousel. Scribner. 
1.50. The pleasure of a small boy in a 
penny merry-go-round. Gr. 1-3. 

Buff, Mary. Big tree. Viking. 3.00. Five 
thousand years in the life of a giant 
sequoia. Gr. 5-8. 

Bulla, C. R. The donkey cart. Crowell. 
2.00. This story of a summer vacation on 
a farm and the original songs introducing 
each chapter will add to the enjoyment of 
grade 3 and 4. 

Chalmers, A. A kitten’s tale. Viking. 1.50 
A hopeful kitten in search of a home. 
Gr. 1-2. 

Chambers, M. C. The three kings. Oxford. 
1.50. How Christmas came to a small 
Spanish village—written with tenderness 
and imagination. 

Chute, M. Rhymes about the city. Mac- 
millan. 1.25. Rhymes and _ silhouettes 
presenting city children at play or sharing 
in the more serious activities of everyday 


life. Gr. 1-3. 





Coblentz, C. Scatter, the chipmunk. Chil- 
dren’s Press. 1.50. The training of a 
baby chipmunk to look out for himself. 
Gr. 1-3. 

Coblentz, C. Sequoya. Longmans. 2.50. 
A Cherokee half-breed’s_ struggle to 
achieve a written language for his people. 
Gr. 7-9. 

Credle, E. Johnny and his mule. Oxford. 
1.50. The day Johnny went to an auction 
in the Great Smokies, bid five cents on a 
mule and got it, brought unforeseen prob- 
lems a-plenty. Gr. 2-4. 

Crowell, Pers. Beau Dare. McGraw-Hill. 
2.50. Most beautiful and informative title 
about horses published in years. Gr. 4-9. 


Creekmore, R. Lokoshi learns to hunt seals. 
Macmillen. 1.75. Story of an Eskimo boy 
illustrated with fine lithographs, told in 
the first person. Gr. 6-8. 

Davis, M. G. Randolph Caldecott. Lippin- 
cott. 1.75. A useful tool in providing back- 
ground material on children’s illustrators 
and the Caldecott medal awards. For 
adults and Gr. 6-9. 

Dolbier, Maurice. The magic shop. Ran- 
dom. 1.75. A mixture of magic, humor, 
and realism make this fantasy of New 
York an almost believable tale. 

Eastwick, I. O. Fairies and such like. Dut- 
ton. 1.50. There is more swing and ca- 
dence in this collection of verses than one 
often finds in fairy poetry. Gr. 4-7. 

Elting, M. The lollypop factory. Double- 
day. 2.00. How lollypops, ice cream, 
crackers, dolls, sweaters, bottles, corks, 
autos, pencils are turned out. Gr. 3-5. 


Flack, M. The boats on the river. Viking. 
2.50. Ferry boats, tug boats, ocean liners, 
submarines and many others, all splen- 
didly pictured, with a rhythmic text that 

will catch the child’s fancy. 
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Friskey, M. Johnny and the monarch. 
Children’s Press. 1.00. Watching the 
growth of a butterfly. Gr. 1-3. 

Gibson, Katherine. More pictures to grow 
up with. Studio. 3.50. Supplements 
Friskey’s Adventure begins at home. 

Gilbert, H. E. Mr. Plum and the little 
green tree. Abingdon. 1.75. Mr. Plum 
watched the tree grow as he put soles 
and patches on the neighbor’s shoes. Then 
strange things began to happen which 
took both Mr. Plum and the mayor to 
set right. Gr. 1-3. 

Gilbert, J. Imps and angels. Dutton. 2.00. 
Lincolnshire, England, of the 13th cen- 
tury, with the great cathedral still under 
construction. Gr. 5-8. 

Gipson, M. City, country ABC. Garden 
City. .50. A jolly way to teach children 
the alphabet. Gr. 1-3. 

Gordon, P. Rommany luck. Viking. 2.00. 
Gypsy life in the reign of Queen Eliza- 
beth. Gr. 5-8. 

Graham, A. Timothy Turtle. Welch. 2.00. 
Chuckles a-plenty for all readers who fol- 
low the adventures of Timothy as he op- 
erates his ferry service across Tookalook 
Lake. Gr. 1-3. 

Hall-Quest, O. W. How the pilgrims came 
to Plymouth. Dutton. 2.00. Their plans, 
preparations, and delays. Gr. 6-9. 

Henderson, L. Cap’n Dow and the hole in 
the doughnut. Abingdon. 1.00. A rol- 
licking sea story explaining exactly how 
the doughnut got its hole. Gr. 1-3. 

Hoffman, E. The four friends. Macmillan. 
2.00. How four good friends in Puerto 
Rico outwit the family who planned to 
eat them on Christmas day. Gr. 1-3. 

Hutton, C. A picture history of Britain. 
Houghton. 2.50. From the days of the 
cave man through World War II. Gr. 
5-8. 

Jewett, E. M. The hidden treasurer of Glas- 
ton. Viking. 2.50. Reign of King Henry 
II is made doubly interesting in this story 
laid at the Abbey of Glastonbury still 
associated with the memory of King Ar- 
thur. Gr. 4-7. 

Jones, E. O. A little child. Viking. 2.00. 
A schoolroom presentation of the Christ- 
mas Story. A pageant text accompanies 
the picture book for an additional .75. 
Gr. 1-3. 

Klutch, M. S. Mr. 2 of everything. Coward. 
1.50. Drawn by Kurt Wiese, Mr. 2 wears 


2 shirts, 2 hats, even 2 pair of shoes. He 
eats 2 breakfasts, he owns 2 houses. He 
is more or less willing to settle for one 
wife, but how he wishes for twin sons! 
Gr. 1-3. 

Lane, M. The tale of Beatrix Potter. Warne. 
3.50. Biography reveals the sources of her 
indomitable character, salty wit, keen 
observation, and her integrity as an ar- 
tist. Gr. 7-12. 

Lathrop, West. Black river captive. Ran- 
dom. 2.50. Spirited story of pioneer life 
in the Connecticut valley during the 
French and Indian wars. Gr. 6-9. 

Lawson, M. A. The sea is blue. Viking. 
2.00. A book to make dreams for any 
imaginative child with a touch of poetry 
in his make-up. Gr. 6-9. 

Lenski, L. The little fire engine. Oxford. 
1.00. Mr. Small now has a fire engine and 
his readers all hopefully look forward to 
even more adventures. Gr. 4-6. 

Lovelace, M. Betsy in spite of herself. Cro- 
well. 2.00. Betsy’s adventures as she pro- 
gressed through high school. Gr. 7-9. 

Lovell, D. Strange adventures of Emma. 
Faber. 2.00. Charming story of a doll 
of parts. Originally published in Eng- 
land. Gr. 4-8. 

Lownsbery, E. Marta the doll. Longmans. 
2.00. Polish festivals and legends serve 
as the background. Traditionally decora- 

tive illustrations give it added authenticity. 
Gr. 3-7. 

MacDonald, Golden. Little island. Double- 
day. 2.50. Pictures and text portray the 
changes the seasons bring to a little is- 
land. There is no real plot but for the 

imaginative child the book will hold both 

magic and beauty. Gr. 1-3. 

Maxwell, W. The heavenly tenants. Har- 
per. 2.00. In this mysterious and beauti- 
fully written story, the people of the 
zodiac come to the assistance of a star- 
loving family when they have need of 
them. An excellent stimulus to an inter- 
est in the stars. Gr. 3-6. 

Means, F. C. Great day in the morning. 
Hougthon. 2.00. Fine modern story of 
a Negro girl. Gr. 8-12. 

Moore, A. C. A century of Kate Green- 
away. Warne. .75. Written in celebra- 
tion of Greenaway’s birthday with many 
illustrations in color. Gr. 8-12. 
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Nast, E. R. A farm story. Harper. 1.00. 
Conveying the freshness and delight of a 
child’s first visit to a farm. Gr. 1-3. 

Newcombe, C. Secret door. Dodd. 2.00. 
A biography of Kate Greenaway. Il- 
lustrated in the manner of Kate by Ad- 
dison Burbank, but not too successfully. 
Gr. 4-9. 

Paull, G. Pancakes for breakfast. Double- 
day. 1.75. When both the pancakes and 
syrup come to the table we know from 
the rapturous expression on the children’s 
faces that nothing could be better. Gr. 1-3. 

Politi, L. Pedro, the angel of Olvera Street. 
Scribner. 1.75. Olvera Street, land of 
litle Mexican shops, lies in the heart of 
Los Angeles and supplies a colorful set- 
ting for this Christmas story. Gr. 1-3. 

Puner, H. W. Daddies: what they do. 
Lothrop. 1.50. Sprightly verses describ- 
ing men busy at their trades in cities and 
country. Gr. 1. 

Rogers, F. & Beard, A. Jeremy Pepper. 
Lippincott. 2.00. An adventure tale of a 
13-year old glass blower in Baron Stiegel’s 
establishment. Gr. 6-9. 

Sage, J. The man in the manhole and the 
fix-it-men. Scott. 1.50. Men who go up 
telegraph poles, take away broken-down 
autos, mend the roads, and fix dozens 
of other things. Gr. 1-3. 

Sawyer, H. Old Con and Patrick. Viking. 
2.00. Written without sentimentality, the 
author has presented with considerable 
understanding the victim of an attack of 
infantile paralysis and its effect on mem- 
bers of his family. Gr. 4-7. 

Scott, A. S. Wily woodchucks. Coward. 
1.50. Wanda Gag’s family and their ef- 
forts in dealing with two marauding 
woodchucks. Gr. 3-5. 

Self, M. C. Chitter chat stories. Dutton. 
1.75. The Baker and the Butcher in a 
village of talkative folks. Gr. 3-6. 

Simon, C. M. Joe Mason, apprentice to 
Audubon. Dutton. 2.75. On a trip from 


Cincinnati to New Orleans in 1820 in 
search of new bird subjects. Gr. 6-9. 

Smith, I. When Grandma was a little girl. 
Duell. 1.00. Gay pictures interpret the 
story satisfactorily. Gr. 1-3. 

Tarry, E. & Ets. M. H. My dog Rinty. 
Viking. 1.50. Story of a Harlem family 
which takes in the library story hour, 
school, and neighborhood activities. Gr. 
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Tireman, L. Cocky. Univ. of New Mexico. 
1.25. Enchanting tale of Cocky, the road- 
runner. Gr. 4. 

Tresselt, A. Rain drop splash. Lothrop. 
1.50. The text and drawings show in 
progression the animals and the people 
the rain encounters on its way to sea. 
Gr. 1-3. 

Turner, N. B. When it rained cats and dogs. 
Lippincott. 1.00. 

There weren’t any mists, there weren’t 

any fogs, 

It just rained nothing but cats and dogs. 

Of every color and every size 

Cats and dogs rained out of the skies. 

Gr. 1-3. 

Weil, A. Animal families. Greenberg. 1.50. 
After the many fantastic distortions of the 
animal kingdom these natural and recog- 
nizable pictures are very welcome. Gr. 1. 

Wiesner, W. Three good friends. Harper. 
1.50. The story has atmosphere and 
humor, and the illustrations are great fun. 
Gr. 6-9. 

Wyckoff, M. Christmas carols. Simon. .25. 
Nineteen of the old favorites. Good value. 
All ages. 

Wright, F. F. Secret of the old Sampey 
Place. Abingdon. 1.50. Pleasant easy 
mystery reading for grades 3-4. 

For additional lists and more comprehen- 
sive reviews of 1946 titles see: Children’s 
Books, N.Y.P.L. 10c; Horn Book; Elemen- 
tary English Review, Dec. 1946; Saturday 
Review of Literature; Publishers Weekly. 











RESTRICTIONS or OPPORTUNITIES? 





Both, According to the Foreword: 


“*...civil service imposes certain restrictions on libraries, some 
of which have been exaggerated. It also presents many 
opportunities . . . some of which have not been realized.” 


CIVIL SERVICE AND LIBRARIES 


Presents the basic facts about civil service—its legal foundation, organization and adminis- 
tration, employment procedures, etc. Explains the effect of civil service on personnel and 
personnel methods and problems, and discusses effective operation under civil service. 

Of interest to all librarians and trustees. If the current trend continues, civil 
- service is likely to spread to more libraries; this pamphlet is written to increase the under- 


standing of civil service. 
Written by the Subcommittee on Civil Service Relations and accepted by the 


A.L.A. Board on Personnel Administration. 
40 pages READY IN MARCH 75¢ 


OTHER IMPORTANT NEW TITLES FROM A. L. A. 





BOOKS FOR ADULT BEGINNERS THE INSURANCE OF LIBRARIES 
A basic aid to finding books for people The first attempt to present to the layman a 
who cannot or will not read. This re- complete discussion of every library’s insur- 
vised edition contains about 500 titles of ance problems. Simplifies the general prin- 
which about 75% have been published ciples of insurance and discusses the various 
in the past six years. Each book listed kinds of losses for which insurance can be 
has been tested. provided. 
Fihe, Wallace, and Schulz Dorothea M. Singer 
56 pages 75¢ 96 pages $1.50 
ARSENALS OF A DEMOCRATIC CULTURE REHABILITATION 
An intensive study of the free library movement A handy manual for locating a wide 4 
in New England and the Middle States during variety of materials on guidance. For 
the latter part of the nineteenth century. Dr. veteran and civilian. Lists and de- 
Merle Curti calls it “. . . an important contribu- scibes the many government and pri- 
tion to our knowledge of American civilization.” vate agencies. Bibliography. Index. 
Sidney H. Ditzion Mary A. Sweeney s 
261 pages $5.00 141 pages $1.25 | 
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